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CHEN TIANSHI, Founder, CEO and Chairman: Chen 
co-founded Cambricon with his older brother, Chen Yunji, in 
2016. Chen Tianshi found early support for the firm at the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, where he joined his brother as 
a researcher after graduating from the University of Science 
and Technology of China with a PhD in computer science. 
Chen Yunji still works as a professor at CASʼs Institute of 
Computing Technology. Forbes estimates the younger Chenʼs 
net worth at north of $20 billion.

LIU SHAOLI, Deputy General Manager: A founding 
member of Cambricon, Liu studied for his doctorate at CAS 
under the supervision of Chen Yunji. He became a founding 
member of Cambricon and is now one of its top executives, 
helping to lead its core technical staff. 

YE HAOYIN, Chief Financial Officer: Ye runs the books at 
Cambricon. She joined the firm in 2019 from SDIC Venture 
Capital, which invested in Cambricon before it had left the 
labs of CAS for an office. Ye holds a Masterʼs degree in 
Western economics from Peking University.

Cambricon is one of the leading Chinese companies 
vying with Nvidia in the domestic semiconductor 
market. Like its U.S. rival, Cambricon designs — but 
does not manufacture — processor chips that can 
power artificial intelligence. The company has yet to 
turn an annual profit, and has previously disclosed that 
it generates four-fifths of its revenue from one unnamed 
client. Moreover, the U.S. government restricted 
American companies from selling to Cambricon and 
ten of its subsidiaries in 2022 over concerns that they 
supported Chinaʼs military modernization. Even so, the 
Chinese governmentʼs desire to promote the countryʼs 
homegrown semiconductor industry has created strong 
investor interest in Cambricon, which has seen a 
44-fold increase in revenue this year and is on course 
to turn profitable: the companyʼs Shanghai-listed shares 
have risen six times over in the last year, despite a 
recent sharp pull back, and it briefly became the 
countryʼs most expensive stock in August. 

= blacklisted by the U.S.⛔

Note: This chart shows the largest subsidiaries on the U.S. Entity List by registered capital.


